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FRAMEWORK TO BOOST SCHOOL PERFORMANCE LAUNCHED
A new Schools Framework has been launched to boost school performance and put the needs of learners at the heart of the education system.

The new School Effectiveness Framework sets out the Labour-led Assembly Government’s vision for improving the learning, achievements and wellbeing of pupils.  The Framework will be piloted in a number of schools from September this year, before it is rolled out to all schools in Wales from mid-2009. Each school will be able to apply the framework in line with its own circumstances and £5.1 million of Assembly Government funding is being made available to support its development. 
Measures include allowing specially trained headteachers to spend up to a quarter of their time working with other schools to improve their performance. The Assembly Government has worked closely with local authorities, head teachers and other key partners in putting together these exciting plans. The Framework can be found at:

http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/publications/guidance/schooleffectivenessframework/?lang=en
IMPROVING EMERGENCY CARE 
New plans to improve emergency and unscheduled care services in Wales have been set out in the Labour-led  Assembly Government’s new ‘Delivering Emergency Care’ strategy. 

The strategy aims to ensure that the most appropriate care is provided at the right time for patients, easing pressure on key parts of the unscheduled care system. By rebalancing the system, the Assembly Government is aiming to reduce pressures and provide better care for patients.

Key elements of the strategy include:

· Pioneering new Urgent Care Centres aimed at  patients who currently access A&E with non-life-threatening conditions; 
· Allowing staff to work differently to make sure that patients are seen by the right health professional at the right time. 

· Using new technology to link rural and remote Minor Injury Units with major A&E departments to provide better, safer clinical decision-making; 

· More care and support closer to people’s homes, where appropriate, including the roll-out of schemes to allow people to self-manage long-term conditions and more provision of telemedicine; 

· Improved sharing of information to allow a more seamless transition of care.  Data will be transmitted electronically across unscheduled care providers to make sure that patients’ don’t have to repeat information to different providers. 

The strategy has been developed in partnership with the RCN, Unison and BMA. Four early adopter sites will trial and test solutions, new ways of working and lessons learned, which will then be shared across Wales. For full details, please see: http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/health/publications/health/strategies/1973686/?lang=en
ROUTE MAP TO A LOW CARBON FUTURE 
A major step on the path to making Wales a low carbon energy economy has been  taken with the launch of the Assembly Government’s Renewable Energy Route Map.
The Route Map sets out an ambitious programme aimed at transforming the way Wales produces and uses energy as part of the Labour-led Assembly Government’s commitment to tackling climate change.


Some of the key proposals contained in the route-map include:  
· Encouraging innovation to capture the  power of the sea, including wave and tidal power, with minimum environmental disturbance. 

· Proceeding in a measured way to make use of Wales’ wind resources. 

· Changes to planning guidance making it easier to install wind turbines, solar panels and other micro-generation technology to power and heat homes. 

· Fully exploring new opportunities for in- river hydroelectric power generation. 

· Ensuring we make the most of sustainable biomass resources, including forests, crops or residual waste materials. 

· Exploring the scope for developing innovative energy supply companies in Wales to help invest in energy saving and micro-generation measures. 

· Ensuring that all new buildings in Wales are built to the highest possible low carbon standards, with the public sector showing the way in what can be achieved. 

· Developing a strong ‘green jobs’ strategy to ensure that Wales has the skills base to be a leader in renewable energy. 

The Route Map is now out to consultation. To have your say, go to: http://new.wales.gov.uk/consultations/currentconsultation/envandcouncurrcons/renewenergymap/?lang=en
NEW STRATEGY TACKLES ALCOHOL MISUSE
The Assembly Government has set out its plans to tackle the harm caused by alcohol abuse in communities across Wales. The plans are at the heart of the new 10 year strategy to combat substance misuse - ‘Working Together to Reduce Harm’.

It sets out a joint approach to tackling drug, alcohol and other substance misuse which involves the Assembly Government and local partners. The strategy will backed by: an extra £9.6m in the Substance Misuse Action Fund over the next three years; an additional £3m over the next 3 years from the Health Inequalities Fund to assist with the delivery of an alcohol action plan; and nearly £11m a year of ring-fenced money to help LHBs tackle substance misuse.  
£33 MILLION FOR NEW NHS EQUIPMENT 
Hospitals across Wales are to be given a share of almost £33million to buy new equipment and improve patient facilities.
New diagnostic equipment including an MRI scanner, x-ray and endoscopy machines will be bought with the money. New Teleconferencing equipment will also be funded to link up more hospitals across Wales, enabling patients to benefit from telemedicine. The money will also be used to enable Trusts to carry out minor building alterations and introduce further measures to reduce energy consumption.

NEW RAIL LINK FOR EBBW VALE
Services have commenced on the first passenger train from Ebbw Vale in over 46 years. The new service links Ebbw Vale with Cardiff Central station and marks the completion of an ambitious £30m project which has been funded by the Welsh Assembly Government.

The project has included the construction of six new stations along the route - Ebbw Vale Parkway, Llanhilleth, Newbridge, Crosskeys, Risca & Pontymister and Rogerstone. The new stations include a range of facilities including car parks and CCTV systems for improved passenger safety.
FURTHER FALL IN UNEMPLOYMENT
The number of people on unemployment benefit in Wales has now fallen to its lowest level for 33 years. Recently released Labour Market Statistics show that the number of people on unemployment benefit is down by 3,700 since January 2007 to 38,500 - a fall of 8.8% and the lowest level since February 1975.

SPECIALIST NURSE TRAINING PLACES TO INCREASE
The number of training places available for registered nurses who provide care in the community will more than double this year. 

The Labour-led Assembly Government has said that some 98 nurses will be able to access training from September, compared with 45 in 2007. The increase is part of the drive to meet the Welsh Assembly Government’s objective of providing more care in the community.
This forms part of a package that will also see an increase in the number of training places available for students wishing to enter nursing, and other healthcare professions, including physiotherapy, occupational therapy, healthcare science, clinical psychology and pharmacy. The figures have been agreed by the Welsh Assembly Government in partnership with universities, the NHS and healthcare unions.

HELP FOR LOAN SHARK VICTIMS
A new all-Wales confidential hotline has been launched to help the victims of illegal loan sharks. 

The new hotline - 0300 123 3311 - marks the latest step in the battle against loan sharks operating in Wales. It offers help, advice and support to loan shark victims and their families, and has been backed by the Labour-led Welsh Assembly Government.

Alongside this hotline, the Labour-led Assembly Government is also supporting our credit unions so that more people are given the chance to save and access affordable credit and budgeting advice. Since 2000 the Assembly Government has invested £1.5m in developing a strong and sustainable movement.  Wales now has 33 active credit unions and an additional £1.25m will be made available in the 3 years from April 2008 to help improve coverage across Wales.
£150M PLAN TO BOOST WELSH BUSINESSES
The Assembly Government has announced Plans for a new fund to invest in small businesses across Wales
The £150m fund to invest in small and medium sized businesses will make use of the European Commission and European Investment Bank’s ‘Jeremie’ initiative.  
This will help to provide an ongoing investment legacy for Welsh businesses, as finance and loans are paid off by growing companies. 

FUNDING TO INCREASE BENEFIT 

TAKE-UP 
Labour efforts to increase family incomes in Wales have taken another step forward with the announcement of £3million of Assembly funding to extend local schemes aimed at improving the take-up of council tax benefit. 

The funding - £1 million a year for the next 3 years - will help councils to widen the Council Tax Benefit campaigns they run so that they encourage families with children, as well as pensioners, to take up the benefits they are entitled to.  

Figures show that around one in three households in Wales are entitled to this benefit, yet up to £100 million is currently being left unclaimed.
FREE ENTRY TO CADW SITES ON ST DAVID’S DAY  
People across Wales will be able to celebrate St David’s day with a free visit to a number of historic monuments, thanks to the Labour-led Assembly Government.

Cadw, the Welsh Assembly Government’s historic environment service, will let visitors in for free at all of its monuments which are open on March 1st to celebrate Wales’ history and culture on our national day.
The sites which are free of charge are as follows:

Beaumaris Castle; Caerleon Roman
Fortress Baths; Caernarfon Castle; Caerphilly Castle; Carreg Cennen Castle;
Castell Coch; Chepstow Castle; Cilgerran Castle; Conwy Castle; Criccieth Castle; Dolwyddelan Castle; Harlech Castle; Lamphey Bishop's Palace; Margam Stones Museum; Raglan Castle; St Davids Bishop's Palace; Tintern Abbey;  Tretower Court & Castle; Weobley Castle.
By offering free admission to these key sites on St David’s Day, the Labour-led Assembly is once again showing its commitment to widening access to ensure that everyone can enjoy the heritage of Wales. 

Other Cadw monuments and sites in Wales do not open until Easter. 97 of the monuments in Cadw’s care are free to visit all year round. 
For more information please visit the “places to visit” section at:  www.cadw.wales.gov.uk.

FIRST EVER UK EPILEPSY CARE PLAN ANNOUNCED IN WALES
New Assembly Government’s plans to improve care for the thousands of people in Wales who are living with epilepsy have been announced.
It is the first time such a plan has been outlined in any UK country.

Epilepsy is the most common neurological condition in Wales.  It is estimated that there are between 20,000 and 30,000 people living with epilepsy and that 1,500 more people every year develop the condition. The plans include measures to reduce the incidence of epilepsy, help people to self-manage their condition and provide more care closer to people’s homes – reducing the likelihood of hospital admission.  
It is estimated that well-managed medication procedures can help around 70 per cent of people with epilepsy to be seizure-free – thereby reducing the risk of emergency admission.

£8.8M SHEEP SUPPORT PACKAGE
An £8.8 million compensation package from the Welsh Assembly Government is to be made available to sheep farmers in Wales to deal with the effects of the Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak in England. 
This brings the total support provided by the Welsh Assembly Government to almost £13m, including the Light Lamb scheme and the £1m provided to promote sales of Welsh lamb and beef.     
ASSEMBLY LEGISLATION UPDATE
WALES’ FIRST LCO REACHES ITS FINAL STAGE
Earlier this month, the Additional Learning Needs Legislative Competence Order became the first LCO to reach its final stage in Wales.
The new powers, if approved by the Queen, will enable the Assembly to tackle issues surrounding additional learning needs and develop a distinctive approach that meets the needs of all learners with such difficulties in Wales. The Assembly will then be able to pass its own legislation, or Assembly Measures, in this area of policy based on Welsh priorities, timescales and contexts.
The draft LCO has been through an Assembly Scrutiny Committee and the Welsh Affairs Select Committee at Westminster, providing both MPs and AMs with the chance to comment, question or suggest amendments to the Order. The final draft LCO will now be laid before each House of Parliament within 60 days. The LCO will then be subject to debate and approval in Parliament before final approval by the Queen.

FIRE SAFETY AND MENTAL HEALTH LCOs UNDERWAY
Two new Legislative Competency Orders which were initiated by backbench AMs are now underway. 

The ‘Domestic Fire Safety’ LCO has been tabled by Labour AM Ann Jones. It would allow the Assembly to bring forward an Assembly Measure requiring all new build housing in Wales to be fitted with a fire sprinkler system. 

A ‘Provision of Mental Health Services’ LCO has also been tabled. 
Assembly Committees are being established to begin the scrutiny process. 
The full list of Legislative Competency Orders currently in progress is:

· Legislative Competence Order (No.2) 2007 (Environmental Protection and Waste Management) 

· Legislative Competence Order (No.3)  2007 (Vulnerable Children) 

· Legislative Competence Order  (No.4) 2008 (Domiciliary Care) 

· Legislative Competence Order (No.5) 2008 (Affordable Housing) 

· Legislative Competence Order (No.6) 2008 (Provision of Mental Health Services) 

· Legislative Competence Order (No.7) 2008 (Domestic Fire Safety)
The Assembly Measures currently in progress are:
· Proposed NHS Redress (Wales) Measure 2007.
----------------------------------------------------

For further details on any of these LCOs or Measures, please see:
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-legislation.htm
COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS

Communities and Culture Committee

· Committee Inquiry into the funding of voluntary sector organisations in Wales: Evidence from Stonewall Cymru, Black Voluntary Sector Network Wales and Institute of Fundraising Cymru.
Enterprise and Learning Committee

· Committee inquiry into the economic contribution of higher education: Evidence from Aberystwyth University, University of Wales Institute Cardiff and University of Wales, Newport.
· Assembly Government’s skills and employment strategy consultation: Scrutiny session with the Deputy Minister for Skills.
Health, Wellbeing and Local Government Committee
· Ministerial Scrutiny Session: Minister for Finance and Public Service Delivery.
Sustainability Committee
· Committee Inquiry into carbon reduction in Wales, including evidence from industry and public bodies: Evidence from research associates from Tyndall Centre and Cardiff University, Environment Agency Wales and Carbon Trust in Wales, CBI, BT, Marks and Spencer, UPM Shotton, Penn Pharmaceuticals, Consortium of Local Authorities Wales, Welsh Health Estates and the Countryside Council for Wales.
Audit Committee
· Healthcare Associated Infections: Evidence from WAG, Carmarthenshire NHS Trust and National Public health Service.
· Consideration of the Welsh Assembly Government’s response to the Audit Committee report 'Protecting public money in the LG projects, Newport.’

Children & Young People Committee

· Advocacy Services for Children and Young People in Wales.
· Children’s Commissioner for Wales - Annual Review 2006-2007.  

· Children’s Commissioner report to Committee.
Equality of Opportunity
· Committee Inquiry into Migrant Workers: Evidence from the WLGA and USDAW; Wrexham Council; Flintshire Council; Diocese of Wrexham and North Wales Police.
European and External Affairs Committee
· EU Presidency Briefing: Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia.
· European Commission Legislative and Work Programme 2008.

· Scrutiny session of the First Minister.

· Update on Commonwealth Parliamentary Association.

Finance Committee

· Committee Inquiry into Public Private Partnerships: Evidence from PCS, NUT, WLGA and the Committee’s Expert Advisers.
· Welsh Assembly Government Supplementary Budget 2007-08.

Petitions Committee
· New Petitions: Powys Community Schools Action; Rhyl Flats; Ysgol Hen Felin; Surgeries in Flintshire; North Wales Neurological Unit; Bridleway.
· Updates on previous petitions.

· Children’s Commissioner Petition.
----------------------------------------------------

For full Committee agendas, papers and transcripts, please visit the Committee Home-pages at:

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-  home/bus-committees/bus-committees-third-assem.htm
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