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NEWS ROUNDUP 
Over £108 million for 21st century schools and colleges

40 schools and colleges across Wales are to benefit from nearly £109 million of Assembly Government capital investment over the next three years.

The funding is part of the transition towards the 21st century schools programme - Welsh Labour’s drive to build world-class schools in Wales - and will support the delivery of 12 new schools, 10 significant refurbishment schemes in 2009-10.  
In addition the funding will also allow eight further education institutions to undertake significant improvements to their estate. 
This targeted investment will allow local authorities and colleges to replace sub-standard accommodation and provide facilities to meet the needs of 21st century learners. The investment will also benefit the local economy in these areas by generating construction work for local firms. 

Delivering a fairer system of

student support

The Labour-led Assembly Government has announced a refocusing of student support in Wales to deliver a fairer system for those in higher education. 

The plans are aimed at ensuring that financial barriers should not deter students from less well-off backgrounds from entering Higher Education and they reflect Welsh Labour’s strong commitment to delivering social justice in Wales. 
These changes to student finance arrangements in Wales will re-direct resources away from the current Tuition Fee Grant and reallocate as follows:

· 56% (£44m) – re-invested in the student finance system to enhance the Assembly Learning Grant;

· 40% (£31m) – for re-investment in the HE sector, including provision of targeted bursaries and scholarships, including a National Bursary Framework. 

· 3% (£2m) – redirected  to PGCE ITT incentives (to maintain parity with England);

· 1% (up to £1m) – for a graduate recruitment grant to encourage new graduates, who have been supported by Student Finance Wales through their Higher Education, to take up employment in Wales in specified priority professions / occupations.
In addition, underpinning this new system, by 2015/16, there will be £63 million of additional support from the Labour Government at Westminster, ensuring that, under the new system, no Welsh student will need to pay any tuition fees upfront.

Progress in cutting household waste
Wales is now producing less household waste and recycling more, new figures have shown.

The latest provisional figures for the third quarter of 2008-09 show that households produced 4% - or 16,519 tonnes - less waste than they did for the same period in 2007-08.  The combined recycling and composting rate was 35% up from 31%. An extra 12,181 tonnes of material was recycled or composted.
The figures also reveal that, during this period, the residual household waste in Wales was on average 77 kilograms per person, compared to 87 kilograms per person for the same period in 2007-08.

The Labour-led Assembly Government’s National Waste Strategy for Wales is currently being reviewed to take account of the pressures of sustainable development, climate change, ecological footprint and resource efficiency. A new Waste Strategy consultation will go out consultation in April. 

Funding for vulnerable older people 

A £6.6m Wales wide package to help older people to remain in their own homes has been announced by the Labour-led Welsh Assembly Government. 

£4.5m of the funding has been awarded to Care & Repair Cymru and to the individual Care & Repair agencies across Wales to help with operational costs. The service helps older people to carry out home improvements to meet their needs. 
This includes home renovation and adaptations, managing building work and advice on reputable contractors. The Rapid Response Adaptations Programme (RRAP), in which Care and Repair also plays a pivotal role, has also been awarded £2.1m. This will be used for minor but often urgent improvements that are needed to allow people to return home after being discharged from hospital or to prevent future admissions.
£17 million for flood 

and coastal defences 
£17 million of European funding has been given to flood and coastal defence projects across Wales. 
The 12 schemes are the first in Wales to be given funding from £30 million of European convergence support made available in December. This will be invested in measures to protect homes and businesses. Areas that are to benefit include Tywyn, which will receive £3.1m, Borth - £2.8m, Rhyl - £2.8 m and Duffryn Conwy - £2.1m.

The Labour-led Assembly Government’s environment strategy highlights the need to adapt to climate change impacts and move to a risk management approach for flooding in Wales.  These additional funds will help in achieving those aims and raises expenditure for capital works by up to 35 per cent.

Those managing the schemes will need to match the EU funds, and they can apply for the Assembly Government’s flood and coastal defence grant to assist with this.

Cervical Cancer vaccination catch-up campaign to be accelerated

All girls and young women in Wales born between 1 September 1991 and 31 August 1995 will be offered the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine during school year 2009-10. 

The Labour-led Welsh Assembly Government is investing around £9 million to accelerate the planned two-year catch-up campaign to offer protection against cervical cancer to an additional 40,000 girls and young women. This follows the success of the inaugural routine programme which began last Autumn for some 20,000 girls aged 12 – 13 years old. 

Nearly 90 per cent of 12 – 13 year olds have had their first vaccination and about 75 per cent have had their second.  These figures will rise as more uptake results are reported. Guidance will be issued to the NHS in the coming weeks so that they can undertake the planning necessary to implement the catch-up campaign from September this year.

More information can be found 
By clicking here.

£4.4bn spend on children in Wales

New Statistics have shown that the Labour-led Welsh Assembly Government allocated an estimated £4.4 billion of its budget to children in Wales in 2006-07 – or 28% of its total expenditure. 

This is the first time comprehensive statistics of this kind have been released in the UK and are a key requirement of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The data will help inform and develop government policy in the future and shows again the priority that Welsh Labour places on giving all our children the best start in life. This record of investment is also a key part of our goal to eradicate child poverty by 2020.
The statistics show that expenditure per child rose from £5,600 in 2005-06 to £5,900 in 2006-07. This is projected to rise to £7,100 by 2010-11 as the proportion of the Assembly Government’s budget allocated to children is projected to remain around 28%.

The full statistics can be found by
 clicking here.

More frontline NHS staff 
than ever before

New figures show that there are more frontline staff working for the NHS in Wales than in previous years – helping to meet key Welsh Labour commitment such as including reduced waiting times and improved access to healthcare. 
The 2008 NHS Staff Census, taken at 30th September last year, shows that 71,467 whole-time equivalent staff were directly employed by the NHS in Wales, an increase of nearly 1% from 2007. Key findings include: 
· There were 21,426 qualified nursing staff which is an 29 per cent increase over the last decade.

· There were 1,893 hospital medical consultants, an increase of 4% over the previous year and an increase of 70 per cent over the past decade.

· The number of managerial posts decreased by 2 per cent to 2,745 over the year.

· There were 5,571 medical and dental staff, an increase of 1 per cent over the previous year and an increase of 51 per cent over the past decade 

· Scientific, therapeutic and technical staff increased by 188 to10,842 over the year. 

· In total, 71,467 whole-time equivalent staff were directly employed by the NHS in Wales, an increase of nearly 1% from 2007. 12 years ago this figure was just over 53,500.

Other figures show that there has been a 43% decrease in the number of posts vacant for 3 months or longer. In particular, there has been a significant decrease in the number of qualified nursing, midwifery and health visitor roles vacant for 3 months or longer. In September 2008 there were 35 vacant posts compared to 102 vacant posts 6 months previously.

Full details of the latest NHS staff statistics can be found by clicking here.

ASSEMBLY CONSULTATIONS

Consultation on improving 
community nursing 

A new consultation has been launched on a plan to strengthen community health services to support the care of individuals in, or close to, their own homes. 
The main recommendation of the Community Nursing Strategy is to introduce new locality based nursing teams that address the needs of patients across the spectrum from ill-health prevention to the management of complex needs.

The consultation ends on 19th June and can be found by clicking here.
Consultation on shake-up in fuel poverty support 

A major shake-up in the way the Labour-led Welsh Assembly Government provides support for those in fuel poverty has been announced as part of new plans to make Wales more energy efficient. 

The plan includes:

· New rules for the home energy efficiency scheme 

· Better, joined up, advice for members of the public on where to get help 

· Support for small businesses to become more energy efficient 

· Helping credit unions provide low cost loans for energy efficiency 

· No more public investment in high carbon home heating 

· A key part of the policy is changes to the Home Energy Efficiency Scheme (HEES) so that it helps the people who need it most. 

To find out more about the new Energy Efficiency & Savings Plan, which is out to consultation until 5th June  
please click here.
National modern foreign languages strategy
‘Making Languages Count’ is a draft strategy that sets out the progress made in promoting the teaching of modern foreign languages and invites views on next steps.

It sets out proposals to build on strengths and to address areas for improvement, namely the learning of modern foreign languages in primary and secondary schools, 14–19 settings, business, further and higher education and adult community learning.

The document is out to consultation until June 26th and can be found by clicking here.
The Future of Specialised and Tertiary Services
The consultation paper provides details on the proposed future of specialised and tertiary services in Wales.
It sets out new proposals for:

· A new National Service for specialised and tertiary services; 

· The organisation model for that new National Service – through a Joint Committee of the seven LHBs – to be know as The Welsh Health Specialised Services Committee (WHSSC); 

· A Management Team of the Joint Committee to carry out the actions agreed by the Joint Committee ; 

· The criteria for the Assessment of Specialised Services. 
---------------------------------------------------

A full list of all current Assembly Government consultations, by subject, can be found by clicking here.
PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS

A full list of current Assembly Government public appointment vacancies can be found by clicking here.

ASSEMBLY LEGISLATION UPDATE
New Welsh law to tackle child poverty

Tackling child poverty and strengthening support to those families in greatest need is at the heart of a new Welsh law laid before the National Assembly. 

The draft Children and Families (Wales) Measure is a crucial part of Labour’s drive to end child poverty in a generation.  Key points include:
· For the first time, a duty will be placed on Welsh Ministers to develop a new Child Poverty Strategy for Wales.

· The proposed Measure will place a duty on specific Welsh public bodies to identify and take action to assist in the goal of eradicating child poverty by 2020.

· Cymorth supported parenting and health support services will continue to be available to those most in need. 

· Providing opportunities for play will be embedded in the Measure, as will assuring children and young people’s participation in decisions which affect their lives. 
· Welsh Ministers will also be able to place a duty on councils to secure free, high quality, targeted childcare in specific areas.
· New Integrated Family Support Teams will be created across Wales to help children and families whose complex needs.

Further details can be found by
 clicking here.

Final step on learning pathway

Wales’ Learning and Skills Measure has received the support of the Assembly to proceed to its final stage of approval from the Privy Council.

The backing that the Measure has received from the Assembly has gone a long way in securing the future of 14-19 Learning Pathways which aims to improve educational choices, vocational and academic, for young people in Wales. Learning Pathways represents a major change of approach to preparing young people for educational progression, employment and adult life. The Welsh Assembly Government has made £32.5m available, on top of existing funding for 14-19 year old provision, to ensure the programme can be rolled out with full implementation by 2012.
----------------------------------------------------

The following Legislative Competency Orders (LCOs) are currently in progress:

· Environmental protection and waste management.

· Affordable housing.

· Provision of mental health services.

· Domestic fire safety.

· Carers.

· Red Meat industry.

· Welsh Language. 

The following Assembly Measures are currently in progress:

· Healthy eating in schools.

· Learning and skills.

· Playing fields.

· Recycling.

· Local Government.
· Children & Families. 
· Commissioner for Standards.
----------------------------------------------------

For further details of how Assembly legislation is progressing, please 
click here.
COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS

Audit Committee
· Follow-up Review - Ambulance Services in Wales. Evidence from: WAG & Welsh Ambulance Services NHS Trust.
· Consideration of Annual Report of the Audit Committee.
· NHS Violence and Aggression: evidence from BMA, RCN, Association of Chief Police Officers.
Children and Young People Committee
· Inquiry into Children’s Budgeting: Evidence from Disabled Children Matter; WLGA; Jane Hutt. 
· Inquiry into the Parenting Action Plan.
· Update on implementation of recommendations from Committee Report: 'Provision of Advocacy Services for Children and Young People in Wales.
Communities and Culture Committee
· Phase 2 of Ofcom’s Review of Public Service Broadcasting: Evidence from S4C; Director General BBC & BBC Wales; BERR; Ofcom; WAG; ITV Wales; David Hanson. 
Enterprise and Learning Committee
· Inquiry on the Welsh Assembly Government’s response to the current international economic downturn. Evidence from: Alliance of Sector Skills Councils Wales; Skillset Cymru; Wales TUC; CBI Wales; Swansea University; University of Glamorgan. 
· Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill - Scrutiny of the Welsh Assembly Government.
Equality of Opportunity Committee
· Inquiry into Home Maintenance and Adaptations Services for Older People in Wales. Evidence from: Caerphilly CBC; Carmarthenshire CC; WLGA. 
· Update on the Equal Pay Campaign. Evidence from Wales TUC and Equality and Human Rights Commission. 

European and External Affairs Committee
· First Minister - Update on EU developments.
· Scrutiny Inquiry into Patients’ Rights in Cross-Border Healthcare. Evidence from: Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain; British Dental Association Wales; Board of Community Health Councils in Wales. 
· Scrutiny Inquiry into the Future of Cohesion Policy. Evidence from: Commissioner for Regional Policy. 
Finance Committee
· Hypothecated Education grants Inquiry. Evidence from: NAHT Cymru; Fforwm.
· Inquiry into Funding Road Infrastructure. Evidence from: Minister for the Economy and Transport.
Health, Wellbeing and Local Government Committee
· Committee Inquiry into Community Mental Health Services. Evidence from Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales; Health Inspectorate Wales; Association of Directors of Social Services Wales; North Wales NHS Trust; Gofal Cymru; Children’s Commissioner for Wales; Barnardo’s Cymru. 
· Committee Inquiry into CAFACSS Cymru. Evidence from the Deputy Minister for Social Services.
Petitions Committee
· Short inquiry into petition from Welsh Canoeing Association.
· New petitions including:  Abolish the Severn Bridge Toll and Save the Vulcan;  Education Maintenance Allowance.

· Updates on previous petitions including: Welsh-language daily newspaper; Welsh honours system; Sleep Apnoea; Abertillery and District Hospital; Young Carers Measure. 

Sustainability Committee
· Report on the implementation of Sustainable development targets and policies by the Welsh Assembly Government : Environment, Sustainability and Housing; Social Justice & Local Government Portfolio; Health & Social Services; Finance and Public Service Delivery.
· Inquiry into carbon reduction in Wales: scrutiny session on Planning
----------------------------------------------------

For full Committee agendas, papers and transcripts, please click here










