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Welsh Labour’s £3 Million Tidy Towns boost
A £3million boost to put some pride back into communities throughout Wales has been announced by the Assembly Government.  

The Tidy Towns scheme - which was a key Welsh Labour manifesto pledge in last year's Assembly elections - will provide money for Local Authorities to run a wide range of projects to improve their local environment and transform areas of neglect into positive places for people to spend time.
These projects could range from litter picking, graffiti removal to creating new wildlife habitat areas, community gardens or arts projects to bring back areas of neglect into community use. The £3m comes on top of the £1million of funding which was announced earlier this year for Keep Wales Tidy to appoint a Tidy Towns champion in each local authority area to facilitate projects like these. 
Delivering skills that 
work for Wales
The Assembly Government has set out its vision for reducing the number of disengaged young people in the first of a series of themed papers tackling the issues raised in ‘Skills that Work for Wales’. 
The consultation document ‘Delivering Skills that Work for Wales: Reducing the proportion of young people not in education, employment or training in Wales’ was recently launched and sets out a range of proposals to transform learning provision and unlock the talent of young people. Since devolution, the Labour-led Assembly Government has made significant progress in reducing the number of people not engaged in education, employment or training (NEET). A number of initiatives have already helped to reduce the proportion of 16-18 year olds in this category to 10%. However, the Assembly Government has made clear that this remains an unacceptable number and further action is needed to prevent other young people disengaging.

The consultation paper is based on three strands of activity: the right systems, the right provision and the right support. The final version will be published later in 2008 and will include a detailed action plan linking to the Skills and Employment Strategy. To find out more about the new Consultation, please visit: 
http://new.wales.gov.uk/consultations/currentconsultation/educat_skills/neetconsultation/?lang=en

Free rail travel extended
The Labour-led Welsh Assembly Government has announced the extension of its popular free rail travel scheme to cover new areas of Wales. 

Changes to the concessionary fares rail pilot scheme include:
· An extension to cover the Cambrian Coast railway in the winter. 

· The Welsh section of the Wrexham – Bidston scheme will be available to Flintshire and Wrexham passholders from May 18th. 

· Gwynedd passholders will be eligible for free travel between Machynlleth and Pwllhelli with some restrictions on busy school trains, between October to April. 

· The Heart of Wales pilot will be extended for a further year, but only providing free travel between October to April. 

· The Conwy Valley scheme will continue to operate all year. 

The high level of demand on the Heart of Wales line during the summer months meant that on a small number of occasions, despite additional carriages, trains were reported as too full to board at points along the line. There was a trend of free long-distance tourism travel – in particular to Shrewsbury – whereas the original intention was to help local journeys for social purposes. Pass holders seeking to travel for local travel, and paying customers, were prevented from undertaking their journeys. The scheme has been adjusted as a result of this.

This second year remains a pilot scheme and the Welsh Assembly Government will continue to monitor it closely.
Extra support for children in care
Additional funding from the Labour-led Assembly Government will mean that children under the care of Local Authorities in Wales are to benefit from a boost to the Child Trust Fund Reimbursement scheme.

Intended to encourage local authorities to contribute to the Child Trust Funds (CTF) of children that they are responsible for - the Assembly Government has agreed to top up payments to local authorities from £50 per year per child to £100 per year per child.  The UK Labour Government has also introduced a scheme to top up the CTF accounts of all children looked after in the UK for a year or more since 1 April 2007 by £100 per year per child. WAG has agreed to administer the scheme in Wales and will receive the necessary funding from the UK Government.

The Welsh and UK schemes will be combined and as a result Local Authorities in Wales will now be reimbursed to provide children looked after for a year or more since 1 April 2007 with an annual top up of £200 – compared to £100 in the rest of the UK. As a result of these announcements, an estimated 500 children will benefit from the scheme in 2008/09 rising to 640 in 2009/10 and 770 in 2010/11. 
‘Tell a Loved One’ gets Wales talking about organ donation
A pioneering campaign aimed at increasing the number of organ donors in Wales has been launched.
The Donate Wales – Tell a Loved One campaign, funded by the Welsh Assembly Government and led by the Kidney Wales Foundation, sees nine major charities come together for the first time in the UK to tackle the shortage of donors. It’s also the first time there’s been an organ donation campaign unique to Wales. Around 470 people in Wales are currently waiting for an organ transplant, but with a desperate shortage of donors many face the reality of having to wait years and the possibility they may even die while waiting.  
In the last five years, more than 750 lives have been transformed by a transplant and the generosity of a donor. Sadly, in that time 150 people have died while waiting for a suitable donor organ – the equivalent of one person every fortnight.

More than 780,000 in Wales have joined the Organ Donor Register but that leaves three in four who haven’t. Many people do not talk to their loved ones about their views on organ donation, which means that families often refuse to allow organs to be donated simply because they are unaware of their wishes. The campaign, which will run until September 2008, is set to get us talking about what we want to happen to our organs when we die and to encourage more of us in Wales to join the Organ Donor Register.
For more information, please see:
http://www.donatewales.org/
£36m to support Welsh entrepreneurs
A £36 million investment plan to support Welsh entrepreneurs has been announced by the Welsh Assembly Government.

The new Wales business Start Up project will provide support to entrepreneurs looking to set up a business in Wales, and is expected to create more than 10,000 new jobs and support the development of over 8,000 new businesses across the country. 


This important project will provide a valuable range of services to help new businesses take their first steps and support them through the difficult early stages of starting a business. For further information, please see:
http://business-support-wales.gov.uk/default.aspx?lang=en-gb
New libraries plan puts users first
A three year plan for Welsh libraries built around improved investment and services designed around today’s Wales has been launched by the Welsh Assembly Government. 
'Libraries for Life: Delivering a Modern Library Service for Wales' sets out the Assembly Government’s plans to  invest £10.5 million over the next three years to help deliver the programme, which includes increased funding to modernise facilities in over 20 percent of public libraries open 10 hours or more a week by 2011. The Libraries for Life programme also builds on work already underway to keep the whole experience of using local libraries in step with modern life and people’s changing needs.


With more people getting online, it aims to use information technology to take library services direct into people’s homes and workplaces via the Internet. It will also deliver new innovative services such as enabling people to find that elusive book by searching across all web-enabled Welsh public, and academic library catalogues in one easy go,

Meanwhile, the National Library of Wales is developing a virtual library at: www.library.wales.org , which has information about local libraries, events and provides access to online newspapers and reference books available free to library members. 
NHS pioneers asked to help celebrate 60th anniversary
The Welsh Assembly Government is inviting people who worked for the NHS when it began 60 years ago to attend a celebration at the Senedd.  First Minister Rhodri Morgan and Health Minister Edwina Hart will be hosting a lunchtime reception on Thursday 3 July to mark the inception of the NHS to mark the 60th anniversary of the NHS, which takes place on 5th July.

The call has gone out for those who were members of NHS staff at the inception of the service in July 1948 to attend the reception in the Senedd on 3 July. 

If you know anyone who worked for the NHS staff at the birth in July 1948 and would like to take part in the celebration, please contact Marina Edwards, Welsh Assembly Government, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3NQ or 029 2082 3756 (telephone); 029 2082 3403 (fax); or marina.edwards@wales.gsi.gov.uk
Tackling violence against
NHS staff

The Assembly Government has appointed David Francis, the chair of Cwm Taf NHS Trust and former senior police officer to drive forward measures to protect NHS staff from violence and aggression. 

The Assembly Government commissioned a report to identify effective measures to tackle violence and aggressions against health professionals. The report, prepared by a group led by Dave Galligan, head of health for Unison in Wales, included representatives from healthcare unions, Association of Chief Police Officers, the Health and Safety Executive and the Welsh Assembly Government. 
David Wallace from the Royal College of Nursing in Wales was seconded to the Assembly Government to help develop the proposals.

The group’s final report states that:

· Police should be patrolling NHS premises to deter perpetrators of violence and reassure patients and staff; 

· Extend the use of CCTV and lone worker alert system; 

· The existing all-Wales violence and aggression training passport scheme should be incorporated into all NHS staff training; 

· Trusts must ensure they work with the Crown Prosecution Service to ensure the effective prosecution of perpetrators of violence; 

· Employers must encourage and support victims of attacks to act as witnesses in any prosecutions; and, 

· Staff should have free access to solicitors to pursue prosecutions and the recovery of additional costs incurred resulting from violent and aggressive acts at work. 
£3million for community recycling and re-use Fund

The Assembly Government has announced investment of £3million over the next three years in the new “Cylch Capacity Building Investment Fund” for Wales. 

The fund aims to provide strategic support for Welsh community re-use and recycling enterprises that need help to grow their business operations. The Charity Bank in Wales will independently manage the fund.

£2Million of the fund will go towards business loans. A further £1Million will be allocated to provide grants for business development.

The Assembly Government has also announced that it will be consulting on the introduction of statutory re-use targets as part of the next waste strategy for Wales.  In addition to this, Waste Awareness Wales will this year be launching a campaign to promote the re-use, particularly of electrical equipment. She also said that the Assembly is ‘very keen’ to see the development of ‘Material Conservation Hubs’; regional centres to recycle bulky waste such as mattress and carpets, as well as plastics, office furniture and a range of other materials that are sometimes seen as a problematic to recycle.
New funding announced for Deep Brain stimulation

£400,000 of new Assembly Government funding has been announced for 2008/09 to provide treatment for patients suffering from severe movement-affecting disorders such as Parkinson’s Disease.
The new programme will be commissioned by Health Commission Wales (HCW) from the North Bristol NHS trust and the Walton Centre for Neurology and Neurosurgery NHS Trust, at least until the outcome of the adult neurosciences review is known and agreed.

An expert panel will be established to assess each referral for DBS and agreeing which cases would benefit from the procedure.

ASSEMBLY LEGISLATION UPDATE
NHS Redress Measure passed by Assembly
History was made at the National Assembly on Tuesday May 6th when the final stage debate for the first ever Assembly Measure, the NHS Redress (Wales) Measure 2007, was held and the Assembly voted to pass the measure. 
The Measure will make it easier and quicker for patients to claim compensation when treatment provided by the NHS in Wales has been negligent. It also represents the first ever piece of primary legislation made by the National Assembly and the first bilingual law ever to be passed in Britain. 

The Measure will be submitted to HM The Queen for approval.  Once Royal Approval is received the Measure becomes law in relation to Wales.

----------------
The following Legislative Competency Orders (LCOs) are currently in progress:
· Environmental protection and waste management.

· Vulnerable children.

· Domiciliary care.

· Affordable housing.

· Provision of mental health services.

· Domestic fire safety.

· Carers.

· Provision of bus and coach services.

The following Assembly Measures are currently in progress:

· Healthy eating in schools.

· Learner travel.

· Learning and skills.

· Proposed impact assessments for the selling off of playing fields.

· Recycling.
For further details of how Assembly legislation is progressing, please see:
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-legislation/bus-legislation-progress-lcos-measures.htm
.
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COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS

Audit Committee
· Delivering the Home Energy Conservation Act in Wales: Evidence from WAG and WLGA.
· Increasing Physical Activity: Evidence from WAG and Sports Council. 
Children and Young People Community

· Child Poverty: Evidence from Deputy Minister for Regeneration. 
Communities and Culture Committee

· Ministerial Scrutiny: Deputy Minister for Housing.
· Inquiry into Domestic Abuse: evidence from Equality and Human Rights Commission; Welsh Association of Chief Police Officers; University Hospital of Wales; All Wales Ethnic Minority Association and Minority Ethnic Women’s Network; New Pathways.
Enterprise and Learning Committee

· Inquiry into the economic contribution of higher education: evidence from Merthyr College; University of Glamorgan; Education Business Partnership; Universities Scotland; Royal Society of Chemistry; Finance Wales; School of Medicine, Cardiff University; European Commission.
Equality of Opportunity
· Inquiry into Migrant Workers: evidence from Polish Embassy; Honorary Consul of Lithuania in Wales; Slovak Embassy; Lithuanian Community in Wales; Slovak Republic Representation in Wales; Deputy Minister for Skills; Citizens Advice Cymru; Careers Wales.
· Service Provision for Disabled Young People: Evidence from Minister for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills.
European and External Affairs Committee

· Oral update on European Commission: Andy Klom, Head of European Commission office in Wales. 
· European Commission proposals on Subsidiarity: Evidence from Andrew Duff MEP. 

Health, Wellbeing and Local Government Committee
· Inquiry into Presumed Consent for Organ Donation: Evidence from the UK Transplant Co-ordinators Association; Kidney Wales Foundation; School of Health Science, Swansea University; Royal Liverpool Hospital.
Sustainability Committee
· Inquiry into carbon reduction in Wales: Evidence from Local Government Information Unit; Cardiff Council; Centre for Alternative Technology; 
· Consideration of petition P-03-063, calling for a ban on plastic bags: Evidence from British Retail Consortium; Waste and Resources Action Programme. 

· Fuel poverty in Wales: evidence from Minister for Environment, Sustainability and Housing.

· UK draft Marine Bill: evidence from Minister for Environment, Sustainability and Housing.

Finance Committee

· Inquiry into funding of Foundation Phase: Evidence from Minister for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills; WLGA; Association of Directors of Education in Wales; NAHT; NUT
Petitions Committee
· New Petitions: Rhondda Against Nantygwyddon Tip; Unadopted Roads; St Brides Broadband; Heath and Birchgrove Parking. 
· Petition regarding Aberthaw: Evidence session. 

· Petition regarding Ysgol Hen Felin: evidence session.
· Petition regarding testing for prostate cancer: evidence session. 
----------------------------------------------------

For full Committee agendas, papers and transcripts, please visit the Committee Home-pages at:

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-  home/bus-committees/bus-committees-third-assem.htm










