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REFORM OF HOSPITAL PARKING CHARGES ANNOUNCED
The Labour-led Assembly Government has announced that patients, visitors and staff will be able to park for free at almost every hospital in Wales by the end of 2011. 

From 1 April this year, car parking on all NHS Trust sites is to be provided free of charge for patients, staff and visitors, unless external contracts are in place.   Where commercial parking contracts are in place, NHS Trusts are being told to reduce parking costs for patients, staff and visitors from 1st June this year. These reduced-cost schemes will then have to remain in place until the end of the contract.

Under the current system, charges vary widely across Wales. This means that patients, staff and visitors can all be hit with the expense and inconvenience of parking charges, often when they are at their most vulnerable.  
The additional costs to the NHS will be met from within annual NHS funding allocations. All Trusts have been asked to provide Health Minister Edwina Hart with a car parking plan by 1 May to show how they will meet the costs of the reforms, encourage green transport and manage demand.

£9.35M TO DELIVER SUBSTANCE MISUSE STRATEGY
Community Safety Partnerships across Wales will be getting an extra £9.35million over the next three years from the Substance Misuse Action Fund, it has been announced. The funding is part of a package of support to help deliver the Assembly Government’s new substance misuse strategy.
The funding for Community Safety Partnerships will be used to help deliver the priorities within the new strategy including improving the access, availability and quality of children’s / young people’s services as well as addressing waiting lists for services including those for inpatient services.  Other priority services include tackling alcohol misuse and commissioning appropriate detoxification and rehabilitation services.

This increase builds on substantial additional funding, and has seen resources to Community Safety Partnerships almost triple over the last five years. The draft strategy, which is currently out to consultation, can be found at:

http://new.wales.gov.uk/consultations/currentconsultation/housandcomm/workingtogether/?lang=en
GRANT PROVIDES BOOST TO GREEN TRANSPORT 
The Labour-led Assembly Government's Transport Grant for 2008-09 will include £28 million support for integrated transport, together with significant funding for Wales’ rail network, it has been announced.

Total investment in Wales’ local transport infrastructure will rise by 16.2 per cent to £117.6 million as a result of the settlement. Highlights include:

· An additional £10 million for the new ‘Safe Routes in Communities’ schemes to help local authorities develop safe routes for walking and cycling and improve accessibility for all within a safe environment.

· £3.3 million for projects supported under the ‘Walking and Cycling’ programme.
· The transport grant will also support major road infrastructure works including: investment of £18 million - and a commitment to provide £90m in total - for Church Village in Rhondda Cynon Taff; over £1 million for the Wrexham Industrial Estate access road; and £10m for the Ceredigion link road. £7.8m has also been allocated to improve public transport in Swansea.

JUNK FOOD VENDING MACHINE BAN ANNOUNCED

The Labour-led Assembly Government has scored another first with the announcement that vending machines selling junk food are to be banned from hospitals in Wales. 

The ground-breaking announcement covers machines selling crisps, chocolate and sugary drinks and the Assembly Government will soon begin discussions with vending machine providers to identify ways of introducing healthier food and drink. 

Most unhealthy vending machines are expected to be removed within the next six months after clear guidance is issued to explain what will be allowed - and what won’t.  

Only one Welsh hospital - the University of Wales Hospital in Cardiff - will still be selling junk food in vending machines by 2010, due to a current five year deal with a vending operator.

IMPROVING DENTAL HEALTH

New measures have been announced by the Assembly Government to improve dental health among children and others in Wales.

They include the development of the first National Oral Health Action Plan for Wales to help tackle oral health inequalities and meet the One Wales commitment to provide a new public health focus on dentistry.

The measures include:
• A national child oral health improvement programme, Designed to Smile to enhance a  tooth-brushing scheme to develop good oral health in the five year-old age group;
• Strengthening Community Dental Services to focus on the delivery of fluoride supplementation programmes and to improve care for children with chronic tooth decay; and,
• The freezing of dental patient charges for the second year running, to help maintain wider access to NHS dentistry.

Funding totalling at least £4.6million to 2010/11 will be made available for the action plan. Meanwhile, the first ‘super-pilot’ tooth-brushing schemes will start this year and cover North Wales and large parts of South East Wales.  The programme will initially be rolled out into selected regions, such as Flying Start areas, and focus on 3-5 year-olds, with this being complemented by a promotional programme for 6-11 year-olds.  
CANCER PATIENTS BEING TREATED FASTER THAN EVER
NHS staff are to be congratulated for ensuring that cancer patients in Wales are being treated faster than ever before. New figures for the quarter ending 31 December 2007 show that:

· 99% of patients not referred as urgent cases but subsequently diagnosed with cancer started treatment within the 31 day target;

· 94% of patients referred by their GP with urgent suspected cancer and diagnosed by a cancer specialist started treatment within the 62 day target; 

· All children diagnosed with cancer and 100 per cent of patients diagnosed with acute leukaemia began their treatment within both target times.

REPORT OUTLINES ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRESS 

A progress report on the Assembly Government’s Environment Strategy, which was launched in 2006, has shown that Wales is making progress on recycling waste, water quality and some gas emissions. The Assembly Government has said, however,  that much more needs to be done across the board, for example in terms of carbon emissions and protecting biodiversity, to meet the Strategy’s vision for the nation’s environment. 

The progress made to date includes:

· The percentage of municipal waste that has been recycled or composted has increased from 7.0% to 25.9% between 2001 and 2006; 

· The percentage of drinking water supplies that fail to meet quality standards continues to decrease(from 0.35% to 0.06%) since monitoring began in 1991; 

· The quality of bathing waters has improved dramatically since 1992 when only 70% reached the mandatory standards, compared to 99% in 2006(100% in 2005); 

· There was a 60% reduction in emissions of sulphur dioxide from 1995 to 2003, and 30% reduction in nitrogen oxides emissions over the same period.

The progress report and the Environment Strategy can be found at:
http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/epq/Envstratforwales/about_the_strategy/?lang=en
WELSH PUBLIC SERVICES GET POSITIVE VIEWS
A unique survey that asked thousands of people across Wales about their experiences of health, local government and education has found that between 70-90% of the public have positive views about our public services. 

7,500 households in Wales were questioned for the ‘Living in Wales Survey’, which is thought to be the first of its kind in the UK. Key findings include:

· HEALTH: Around 94% of service users felt that they were ‘treated with dignity and respect’ and that ‘staff were helpful’ when they used hospitals while around 90% thought ‘staff were helpful’ and that they were treated with ‘dignity and respect’ at GP surgeries in Wales. 
· SOCIAL CARE: around 80% of carers found it fairly or very easy to contact their social services department. 
· EDUCATION: Overall, 93% of parents were very or fairly satisfied with their child’s early years education, 93% of parents also reported that they were very or fairly satisfied with primary school education overall. 

· 80% were also positive about their experience of bus services. 

· Overall, 86% were very or fairly satisfied with recycling facilities. 

The full results of the survey can be found at: http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/improvingservices/peoplefirst/research/surveyresults06/?lang=en
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY MARKED
Fourteen organisations from all over Wales have received a share of more than £30,000 from the Welsh Assembly Government in support of celebrations and events marking International Women’s Day 2008.
In total, £30,667 has been made available to organisations who requested funding to hold events celebrating International Women’s Day 2008. The organisations who received funding are: Morlo (Morawelon and London Road Regeneration Partnership in Anglesey, Broughton Strategy Office in Wrexham, West Wrexham Partnership, Monmouth Women’s Festival, Carmarthenshire County Council, Communities First  Glanymor and Tyisha Partnership in Carmarthenshire, Hafal in Neath, Women in Jazz, Swansea, the West of England and South Wales Women’s History Network (SWWHN) in Pontypridd, Butetown History and Arts Centre, the Henna Foundation, the Women’s Arts Association Women’s Voices (Wales Women’s National Coalition) Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan Council.
OLDER PEOPLE’S STRATEGY  ENTERS SECOND PHASE
The Assembly Government’s landmark Strategy for Older People has entered its second phase. 
This phase will build on the achievements of the first phase, which has seen the introduction of popular schemes such as free bus travel and free swimming for older people, as well as the appointment of a Commissioner for Older People. Originally launched in 2003, the first phase of the strategy aimed to raise the profile of older people’s needs and ensure that their views were sought in the development and delivery of local services. The new phase of the strategy, from April 2008-2013, will focus on a range of key strategic areas including continuing to improve the health and well-being of older people and ways of enabling them to stay independent and active for longer. 
See: http://new.wales.gov.uk/about/strategy/strategypublications/strategy_olderpeople/?lang=en
SUPPORT FOR MALE DOMESTIC ABUSE VICTIMS

An Assembly Government funded  helpline to assist male victims of domestic violence has been officially launched.

The Dyn Cymru helpline (Tel: 0808 801 0321) has been running as a pilot initiative since February 2006. It provides basic support and information to men all around Wales - including heterosexual, gay, bisexual, and transgender men - who experience domestic abuse. Alongside the Dyn project, the Assembly Government also funds the Wales Domestic Abuse Helpline - 0808 8010 800.  

£6M TO SUPPORT TEACHING AND LEARNING 

£6m of Assembly Government funding has been announced to support teacher’s professional development and improve learner outcomes across Wales. 

The Welsh Assembly Government is encouraging those in the education profession to learn more about the ‘science’ and skill of teaching to ensure that young people get the most out of their lessons and learning experiences in schools, Further and Higher Education.
LIBRARIES GET FUNDING BOOST

Sixteen libraries in Wales will get a major makeover this year as part of an Assembly Government funded programme of upgrading Wales’ network of public libraries. £2.5 million pounds would be invested in Welsh libraries this year, including £1.5 million for upgrading current library buildings.

Funding for library modernisation projects in 2009 and in 2010 will increase to £3 million a year. It is estimated that this continued investment will result in improvements to around 20% of Welsh libraries by 2011.
ASSEMBLY LEGISLATION UPDATE
DRAFT ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS LCO APPROVED IN PARLIAMENT
Earlier this month, both the House of Lords and House of Commons approved the draft Additional Learning Needs Order. 
The draft Order will now be brought before the Privy Council on 09/04/08 for formal approval.

The following Legislative Competency Orders (LCOs) are currently in progress:

· National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (No.2) Order 2007 (Environmental Protection and Waste Management) 

· National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (No.3) Order 2007 (Vulnerable Children) 

· National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (No.4) Order 2008 (Domiciliary Care)
· National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (No.5) Order 2008 (Affordable Housing)
· Legislative Competence Order (No.6) 2008 (Provision of Mental Health Services) 

· Legislative Competence Order (No.7) 2008 (Domestic Fire Safety)
The Assembly Measures currently in progress are:
· Proposed NHS Redress (Wales) Measure 2007
· Proposed Learning and Skills (Wales) Measure
· Proposed Healthy Eating in Schools (Wales) Measure
· Proposed Learner Travel (Wales) Measure
· Proposed Impact Assessments for the Selling Off of Playing Fields Measure
----------------------------------------------------

For further details of how Assembly legislation is progressing, please see:
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-legislation/bus-legislation-progress-lcos-measures.htm
COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS

Communities and Culture Committee

· Terms of reference agreed for next committee inquiry into domestic abuse
Enterprise and Learning Committee

· Committee inquiry into the economic contribution of HE: Evidence from NUS; Open University; Trinity College, Carmarthen; Lampeter University. 
· Committee follow-up inquiry - Progress in implementing the recommendations of the Committee on School Funding report on School Funding Arrangements in Wales: Evidence from Audit Office, Estyn, Minister for Education. 

Health, Wellbeing and Local Government Committee
· Committee Inquiry into Presumed Consent for Organ Donation: Evidence from BMA.
Sustainability Committee
· Consideration of Correspondence on the Energy Pricing Structure in Wales: Correspondence from the Energy Retail Association, Energy Networks Association, Centrica plc and energywatch
Audit

· The Arts Council of Wales - Supporting Major Capital Projects: Evidence from Arts Council of Wales. 

Children & Young People Committee

· Child Poverty: Evidence from Minister for Social Justice. 
Equality of Opportunity
· Accessibility of Polling Stations in Wales
· Committee Inquiry into Migrant Workers: Evidence from Wales TUC and Polish-Welsh Mutual Association.
Finance Committee

· Committee Inquiry into Public Private Partnerships: Evidence from CBI Wales; BT.
· NHS Redress Measure: Evidence from Department for Health and Social Services.

Petitions Committee
· Evidence session on: Regional Waste Plan 1st Reviews; North Wales Neurological Unit. 
· New Petitions: Rural bus services in Taliesin; Accessible bus services in Pembrokeshire; A465 relief road to Tafarnaubach Industrial Estate; Provision of Welsh Language Education in South East Wales.
· Updates on previous petitions.
Rural Development
· Inquiry into poverty and deprivation in rural Wales: Evidence from Barnardos Cymru; NCH Cymru; Office of the Children's Commissioner for Wales; Funky Dragon; Children in Wales.
· Consideration of petition P-03-089 on Powys Community Schools.
· Consideration of Emerging themes from the Sub-committee’s inquiry into poverty and deprivation in rural Wales.
----------------------------------------------------

For full Committee agendas, papers and transcripts, please visit the Committee Home-pages at:

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-  home/bus-committees/bus-committees-third-assem.htm
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